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 GlobeLife launch meeting  
 
Summary  
GlobeLife - a new global health network initiated jointly between Uppsala University (UU) and 
Karolinska Institutet (KI) - was formally launched on October 12th, 2020, at Humanistiska 
teatern, UU, with attendance both on-site and online. Eva Åkesson, Vice-Chancellor of UU, 
Ole Petter Ottersen, President of KI and Anders Gustafsson, Vice-President of KI, gave opening 
remarks. This was followed by presentations from seven invited speakers addressing the 
topics: ‘What is global health?’, ‘Interdisciplinary in practice’ and ‘Current global health 
challenges.’ GlobeLife’s official homepage globelife.se was also formally opened and the 
future plans for GlobeLife, including seminars and an upcoming student section, were 
outlined.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
 
Introduction  
GlobeLife - a new global health network initiated jointly between Uppsala University (UU) and 
Karolinska Institutet (KI) - was formally launched on October 12th, 2020. The event took place 
at Humanistiska teatern, UU. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 45 individuals attended on-site 
and 160 were present on Zoom. Seven speakers with affiliations to KI and UU were invited to 
present on the topics ‘What is global health?’, ‘Interdisciplinary in practice’ and ‘Current 
global health challenges.’   
 

Prof. Cecilia Stålsby Lundborg, KI, and Prof. Andreas Mårtensson, UU, the founding initiators 
of GlobeLife, warmly welcomed all participants, pointed out Agenda 2030 as the underlying 
driving force for GlobeLife and highlighted the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration 
for the foundation of GlobeLife. Prof. Mårtensson presented a brief introduction to GlobeLife 
and its main aims - “to strengthen collaboration through research and training in the field of 
global health both within and between UU and KI.” 
 

Prof. Andreas Mårtensson and Prof. Cecilia Stålsby Lundborg launched GlobeLife’s official 
homepage globelife.se. They emphasised that activities on the homepage will be dependent 
on the participation of individual researchers, teachers and students at both universities and 
will evolve over time.  
 

Welcome speeches were given also from UU Vice-Chancellor Eva Åkesson and KI Vice-
President Anders Gustafsson, including a video greeting from KI President Ole Petter 
Ottersen. 
 
 

Prof. Andreas Mårtensson UU & Prof. Cecilia Stålsby Lundborg KI 

https://www.globelife.se/?languageId=1
https://www.globelife.se/?languageId=1
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Part I  
What is Global Health? 
Prof. Stefan Swartling Peterson offered an 
inspirational presentation on ‘What is global health?’ 
He spoke about the evolution of global health, 
originating from tropical medicine into international 
health and now global health, through multisectoral 
collaborations and topic expansions. He noted the 
importance of reciprocal learning, “being able to 
compare, contrast and learn from each other,” as key 
for future global health development.  
 

Throughout, a parallel focus was drawn between vertical and horizontal inequities that exist 
within health and health care, recognising that multisectoral collaboration has been a major 
underlying driver for the reduction in global child mortality. Prof. Swartling Peterson 
acknowledged that GlobeLife will be able to contribute to sustainable health and the 
achievement of SDGs.  
 

The next presenter, Dr. Hampus Holmer, Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, presented a 
timely and important keynote - ‘What is global health for Sweden?’ He explained that 
‘Sweden’s work on global health, implementing the 2030 Agenda,’ aimed at contributing to 
healthy lives and promoting well-being for all - the driving force for sustainable health. He 
acknowledged that “the most important determinants of healthy societies lie outside the 
health system” and offered evidence of how multisectoral collaboration can influence and 
affect outcomes. Through detailed analysis of how these collaborations co-influence, he 
emphasised the importance of GlobeLife and its benefit to both universities and greater 
society.    
 

Part II  
Interdisciplinary in practice. 
Assoc. Prof. Meena Daivadanam and Dr. Helle 
Mölsted Alvesson held a joint presentation on ‘A 
case of self-management in type 2 diabetes.’ They 
described their project SMART2D, focusing on 
health systems strengthening of type 2 diabetes 
prevention and management in Uganda, South 
Africa and Sweden. Their presentation 
demonstrated the importance of interdisciplinary 
collaboration between various institutions, 
individuals and communities. Dr. Mölsted Alvesson 
noted that relying on each other’s strengths is 
fundamental for effective and efficient teamwork, as this is “where we as individuals are able 
to experience interdisciplinary and trans-disciplinary outcomes.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prof. Stefan Swartling Peterson UU, KI 

Assoc. Prof. Meena Daivadanam UU, KI & Dr. Helle Mölsted Alvesson KI 
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An engaging presentation from Prof. Johan Lundin ‘Can 
artificial intelligence (AI) fill gaps in global health 
diagnostics?’ followed. Prof. Lundin’s presentation 
provided insight into the digital revolution and its 
contributions to achieving the SDGs. He offered a visual 
representation of how AI is used by demonstrating the 
extraction of individual data on temperature, heart 
rate, blood pressure, as a diagnostic tool for 
pneumonia. Concluding, he noted that “AI-based 
assistant and technology-related innovations are likely 
to improve access to medical diagnostics.”  
 

Future plans for GlobeLife 
The ‘Future Plans of GlobeLife’ was introduced by Prof. Andreas Mårtensson who emphasized 
the importance of GlobeLife operating from a bottom-up approach, with joint responsibilities 
and possibilities. He stated, “The network will become what we make it together, with 
opportunities for joint projects, applications, courses, collaborations and other initiatives.” In 
addition to this, future plans were presented by two global health master students and 
GlobeLife interns from UU, Adama Awasom-Fru and Lina Wallberg. They revealed plans to 
create a student section - where students can propose seminars of interest, alumni students 
can share testimonials on career paths and internships undertaken in the global health field 
and where students can share their research activities, find collaborators, as well as discover 
common courses at both universities. 
 

Four upcoming seminars were also announced ‘Decolonizing 
Global Health Education and Research’, scheduled on 
December 7th ,2020, hosted by KI; ‘Social Innovations in Global 
Health’, scheduled on January 25th ,2021, hosted by UU; 
‘World Malaria day + 1: An Interdisciplinary Perspective’, 
scheduled on April 26th ,2021, hosted by KI; and ‘Disasters 
from an interdisciplinary perspective’, hosted by UU to take 
place 2021.  
 

The hosts, Prof. Andreas Mårtensson and Prof. Cecilia Stålsby Lundborg, thanked the students 
for their contribution towards GlobeLife and introduced a list of representatives from both 
universities, who will make up the academic advisory group for GlobeLife. From UU; Prof. 
Mats Larhed, Prof. Anna Rutgersson, Assoc. Prof. Meena Daivadanam and Prof. Andreas 
Mårtensson. From KI; Prof. Anders Gustafsson, Prof. Kristina Gemzell Danielsson, Prof. 
Christian Giske and Prof. Cecilia Stålsby Lundborg. 
 

Part III Current global health challenges 
Prof. Anna Mia Ekström, held a presentation on the ‘Indirect consequences of COVID-19.’ She 
noted that, maybe surprisingly, considering the intense media coverage, COVID-19 made up 
approximately 2% of the total number of deaths globally in 2020 so far, while 98% of deaths 
were from other causes. The indirect consequences resulting from restrictions and lockdowns 
by many countries have had devastating effects. The economic impact in many countries has 
led to recessions with an unprecedented number of individuals becoming unemployed. 
In addition, health care systems have also been affected, for example, in Europe, the lack of 
tests and treatments due to restrictions have led to increased deaths from various cancers 

Prof. Johan Lundin KI 

Prof. Cecilia Stålsby Lundborg KI 
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compared to previous years. Many African countries that greatly rely on outsourced medical 
supplies are expected to have debilitating consequences on illnesses not related to COVID-
19. Likewise, children, being the least affected by COVID-19, are disproportionately affected 
by restrictions, with many never returning to school as the economic impacts on families 
worsen. This has led to increased child marriages, early pregnancies, maternal mortality and 
domestic violence among others, thus reversing the work already done to reduce the trends 
over the last few years. 
 

In concluding her presentation, Prof. Ekström noted the huge challenges ahead and the need 
to “find better and faster ways to follow-up and get back on track by starting with the 
necessary prevention and healthcare methods that save millions of lives”. Global health 
researchers need to play pivotal roles providing evidence-based guidance.  
 

Prof. Anna Rutgersson, spoke on the ‘What is the impact of COVID-19 pandemic on the 
climate and environment?’ highlighting that the overall reduction in carbon emissions during 
the peak of lockdown were enough to meet the limits set by the ‘Paris Agreement’. However, 
to maintain the same standard requires serious commitment from governments. The major 
lessons learned were that society can change rapidly, but we need to push for discussions on 
what changes society can handle and be consistent with. 
 

The floor was then opened to a general discussion for participants both on Zoom and on-site, 
resulting in an interesting and lively discussion. Suggestions for future seminars were put 
forward: ‘How to prioritize global health problems considering that most of the progress has 
been reversed due to the pandemic?’; ‘How to properly utilize data from non-academic 
sources such as NGO’s and ‘how to get other agencies to discuss more on climate change and 
environmental issues beyond GlobeLife to an international audience?’. 
 

The meeting was concluded by the hosts Prof. Andreas Mårtensson and Prof. Cecilia Stålsby 
Lundborg thanking everyone for attending the event, inviting them to look at the homepage 
for updates, and looking forward to welcoming everyone to the upcoming seminars, the first 
on December 7th, 2020. 
 

The presentations and photos from the launch will be available on the homepage globelife.se. 
If you are interested in individual presentations, please contact the presenter. 

Lina Wallberg UU, 
Adama Awasom-Fru UU, 
Prof. Anna Rutgersson UU,  
Prof. Anders Hagfeldt UU, 
Prof. Cecilia Stålsby Lundborg KI, 
Prof. Andreas Mårtensson UU, 
Prof. Stefan Swartling Peterson KI, UU,  
Prof. Eva Tiensuu Janson UU, 
Assoc. Prof. Meena Daivadanam UU, KI 

https://www.globelife.se/?languageId=1

